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Acoustic Manifestation of Focus in Tokyo Japanese:
The Role of Intensity, Duration and Fe

Shiro KCRI
Osaka University of Foreign Studies

This paper examined the role of duration and intensity of
/a/, /n/, /s/ and /k/, and of voice fundamental frequency (Fe)
of six test words in the realization of focus 1in Tokyo
Japanese. Acoustic analysis revealed that Fe was the most
consistent correlate of focus and the roles of duration and
intensity were inconsistent and thus secondary. Duration of
consonants, especially those in the word initial position, and
vowel intensity slightly increased when the test words were in
focus. The duration of /n/ and the intensity of /a/ resulted
irrelevant to focus.
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